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RESPONSE TO SPECIES ELECTION REQUIREMENT 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 

This is in response to the Species Election Requirement mailed February 5, 2008, 
with a shortened statutory period of one month for response. Accordingly, a two-month 
extension of time in which to respond is requested and the requisite fee accompanies this 
response. 

The Examiner required election of one of the following two species: 

(1) A nucleic acid that directs liver specific expression of an HCV immunogen that 
comprises a liver specific promoter that is an alpha- 1 anti-trypsin promoter; and 

(2) A nucleic acid that directs liver specific expression of an HCV immunogen that 
comprises a liver specific enhancer that is an apolipoprotein E enhancer. 

In response to the species election requirement, applicants select species (1). 
Claims 1-3, 6, 7, 10-12, 15-21, 41 and 43-46 read on this species. 
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It is to be understood that the election of species is for the purposes of preliminary 
search and examination only, and that upon allowance of a generic claim, applicants will be 
entitled to consideration of claims to the additional species. 

Please direct all further written communications regarding this application to: 

Leonardo Rasile 
Novartis Vaccines and Diagnostics, Inc. 
Intellectual Property - R338 

P. O. Box 8097 
Emeryville, CA 94662-8097 
Tel: 011-39-0577-245361 
Fax: (510) 655-3542 



Respectfully submitted, 



By: 



Roberta L. Robins 
Registration No. 33,2 
(650) 493-3400 



Novartis Vaccines and Diagnostics, Inc. 
Intellectual Property - R338 
P. O. Box 8097 
Emeryville, CA 94662-8097 
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